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How can our Christian walk 
benefit from film?
Ben Hiett
In his book 
“Cinematic Faith,” 
William Romanowski 
describes a movie 
as a “two-hour 
metaphor that says: 
‘Life is like this!’” 
Film is a medium 
for storytelling, and 
what are stories if 
not attempts to coherently encapsulate 
a human experience? Every movie, then, 
presents a particular vision for life, both 
of what it should be like and what it is 
like. This is why certain movies resonate 
deeply; they powerfully communicate the 
realities of our human condition in a way 
that’s easily accessible and poignantly 
articulate.
With this power comes great potential, 
both for spiritual benefit and detriment. 
As Christians, we know God’s Word 
provides us the best framework for 
understanding life. Some movies present 
us with understandings of life that 
line up with biblical truth, while others 
advance frameworks that run contrary 
to Scripture. Most fall somewhere in the 
middle. And if we are not mindful of this, 
a film’s message will shape our visions 
for life, for better or for worse. 
How can we appreciate film’s power to 
communicate truth while being wary of 
its potential to corrupt our vision of the 
“good life”? How do we discern between 
its biblical and unbiblical messages?
To answer these and other questions, I 
talked with Professor Sean O’Connor on 
the Cedars’ Ministry Moments podcast. 
To listen to our conversation, go to 
ReadCedars.com, click the Media tab 
and choose Podcasts.
Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel
Galentine’s Day Manifesto
This year, in our house of girls, we did a Galentine’s Day  — though we’re a whole mix of single, dating, engaged and confused, we wanted to take a moment to celebrate each 
other. And so, for a newly established holiday, we need a newly 
established procedure. I give you the Galentine’s Day Manifesto.
We, the women of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect holiday, 
establish kindness, ensure relational 
tranquility, provide for the single and the 
taken, promote general love and happi-
ness, and secure the blessings of female 
friendship, do ordain and establish Feb. 
13 as Galentine’s Day, for the women of 
America.
ARTICLE ONE: Girls must support 
one another, in all circumstances, in all cases. You may inquire: 
Does it matter if the girl is not someone I know well? No! Women 
must form a tight-knit community of love and acceptance, inter-
nally validating, because relationships with friends are incredibly 
important. 
ARTICLE TWO: Valentine’s Day, the dreaded Feb. 14, often 
serves to put stress on those in relationships, and place an unfair 
burden of loneliness on those not in relationships. In order to 
make the holiday about love a more inclusive time, and not so 
polarizing, Galentine’s will fill the gap to make sure everyone 
feels validated.
ARTICLE THREE: Being in a relationship does not relieve a 
lady of her duties to the sisterhood; indeed, it enhances her bur-
den, ensuring that single women know they are equally valued, 
and telling them truths and advice of her relationship. It also 
means that a woman has a duty to her fellow women regardless 
of whether other obligations tie her up.
ARTICLE FOUR: Valentine’s Day is often a display of overly 
sweet affection, with red and pink everywhere and disgusting 
candy hearts; Galentine’s Day shall avoid these sad weaknesses 
and shortcomings. There shall be no overly sweet language, no 
teddy bears, no dozen roses; instead, there will be chocolate, 
watching of a movie that makes us feel warm and fuzzy, and com-
pliments and encouragement for the sisterhood.
ARTICLE FIVE: Under no circumstances may a boyfriend be 
invited to Galentine’s Day; if a sister wants to invite her man to 
Galentine’s Day, remind her that all relationship-related hangs 
can be postponed to Feb. 14 and that supporting the sisterhood is 
a priori;
ARTICLE SIX: Before hosting any kind of Galen-
tine’s-themed event, the hostess must watch “Parks and Rec-
reation” Season 2, Episode 16 to gain inspiration from Leslie 
Knope; however, the hostess must be careful to avoid Leslie’s 
crucial mistake of ranking her friends, which should never be 
done in any context, but least of all on Galentine’s Day, which is 
meant for building one another up;
ARTICLE SEVEN: Gifts are not required at Galentine’s Day 
celebrations; however, if any of the girls wish to honor another 
friend with a gift, that is acceptable and very cute.
It is so ordered.
Websclusives @ ReadCedars.com
Photo Gallery
Visual Communication Design exhibit
If you happen to be walking through the Dixon 
Ministry Center, you may notice some boards 
set up with artwork on it. We got several of 
the artists, including Valerie Link, to pose 
next to their work. Go to ReadCedars.com, 
click on the media tab and choose photo 
galleries to see the artists’ with their work.
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by Zachary Krauss
On Jan. 11, students and student teams presented their business ideas to a group of students, professors and investors in the second-annual The Pitch, a competition much like “Shark Tank.” Seventeen teams submitted ideas, but only eight made it to The Pitch stage. During the competition, students used a slide presentation to give an overview of their concept and presented it to the audience in a five-minute speech, after which they took 
audience questions for five more minutes. Below is a breakdown of the winners.
Students Win Cash for Business Ideas
Students take a swing for their second chance to win big in The Pitch
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
Colon Cissel developed an idea for a more private personal assistant. 
First Place: Colson Cissel
Colon Cissel, a senior computer science major, based 
his idea on voice control tech similar to automated per-
sonal assistants like Siri and Alexa. Cissel said he’s always 
been interested in technology like this but has been con-
cerned about how much data it collects. 
Cissel said computer science professor Dr. George 
Landon encouraged him to submit an idea to The Pitch. 
“He gave me a lot of really good advice and made 
some really good recommendations,” Cissel said. “It was 
really helpful to be able to work along with a professor 
who was able to help guide me through the process.”
Cissel asked fellow computer science student and for-
mer Pitch competitor Keeton Feaval for suggestions about 
how to improve on Feaval’s first attempt at the competi-
tion the previous year. 
Cissel said the suggestions from Landon and Feaval 
helped him win. 
Cissel’s product would have similar functionality to 
Amazon’s Alexa and Google Home but would not make 
the same sacrifices in the privacy arena.
“It’s actually very possible to set something like this 
up,” Cissel said. “I have a working proof of the idea and 
I’m excited to be able to work on the project in the future.”
Cissel plans to use his $1,000 in prize money to con-
tinue working on a prototype of his idea. As a senior, Cis-
sel said he is excited for future opportunities and would 
like to continue working on this project if he can find a 
sponsor. He’s hopeful that The Pitch has set him on the 
right trajectory. 
“I’ve started putting together what will hopefully be 
something a lot closer to a production-ready version of 
the idea,” Cissel said. “Now that I have more time to work 
on it, I’m trying to work a bit slower and do things right 
so that it could be something that can actually be used, so 
that’s what I’m spending my free time on now.”
Cissel said that his favorite part of being involved in 
The Pitch was interacting with other competitors. 
“Getting to interact with other people and their ideas 
and see what other people were innovating was really 
cool,” Cissel said. “Sometimes I try to be innovative in 
things I do, and it was just helpful to see so many cool 
ideas that they’re doing; it’s kind of inspiring.”
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Second Place: Rufus Mathew and Cameron Roseman 
Rufus Mathew and Cameron Rose-
man, who are sophomores majoring in 
Computer Science and Marketing, respec-
tively, developed an idea that would use 
GPS on mobile devices and allow users to 
connect with social media influencers who 
are interested in the same things they are. 
The target market is students struggling to 
find their niche on social media in a world 
full of influencers.  
Mathew said word-of-mouth is the 
most effective means of communication 
today, and influencers can play a big role 
in that.
“You trust a friend of yours way more 
than you trust an advertisement that 
could have been made with half a million 
dollars,” Mathew said. “So that was our 
whole business plan; advocating for the 
effectiveness of word-of-mouth advertise-
ment.”
Mathew said that The Pitch is just the 
beginning of his and Roseman’s ideas. 
“I would say the overall best expe-
rience was just learning; learning how 
to present, how to get the right points, 
and how to be confident but not cocky,” 
Mathew said. “It’s a very important bal-
ance to find.”
Mathew was also excited to see that 
his major was well-represented at the 
event.
“We were really excited that most of 
the people who won, even in the top four, 
were [computer science]-based,” Mathew 
said. “It shows … that there’s actually a 
lot of new entrepreneurship that can hap-
pen.”
Another Computer Science major, 
Jake Allinson, won the first Pitch, which 
took place in the fall semester.
As he prepared for the Pitch, Matthew 
asked Allinson about his experience so he 
and Roseman could learn from his suc-
cesses. Matthew said Allinson told them to 
predict the questions the audience would 
ask and prepare answers. 
Both Cissel and Mathew said Cedar-
ville’s sponsorship of The Pitch encourages 
entrepreneurship and innovation in stu-
dents who otherwise might not have had the 
confidence to put themselves in front of a 
crowd with their ideas.
“It’s fun to see all these ideas that peo-
ple have put together and are passionate 
about and watch them present,” Cissel said. 
“Watching others innovative and getting to 
know them; that was really cool for me.”
Mathew agreed with Cissel.
“For some reason I don’t feel like the 
Christian world got on the train as quickly 
as other people did for entrepreneurship, 
and these products are really able to help 
people,” Mathew said. “It isn’t about the 
money, it’s literally us trying to make a 
tool that can help people, and that’s what 
we were thinking about when we were 
presenting our idea.”
Zach Krauss is a Pharmacy grad student 
from central Texas and campus reporter 
for Cedars. He loves music, theatre, biol-
ogy, community and meeting new people.
Photo by Scott Huck
The winners of The Second Pitch: [Left to Right]: Caleb Stanton, Cameron Roseman, Rufus 
Mathew, Colson, Cissel, David Sinkonis. and Luke Marquardt all pose with their giant checks.
Wedding Dress Rental
Wedding Dress Sales
      Photography
        Gift Wrapping
@dressforadaybridal
33 West Franklin Street Centerville, Ohio 45459
www.adressforaday.com
937.303.8881  
adressforaday@gmail.com
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
Rufus Matthew and Cameron Roseman’s design capitalized on the power of word-of-mouth. 
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Cedars Serves at Annual Newspaper Convention
Student newspaper wins top state award; attendees learn and share about industry trends
by Josh Stevens
On Feb. 6, the Ohio News Media As-sociation recognized the best Ohio weekly newspapers and collegiate 
newspapers with the Hooper Newspapers of 
the Year and Frank E. Deaner Awards.
Cedars, which served as the student 
news bureau, took home the prize for best 
student newspaper at the Division B level 
for schools under 10,000 in enrollment.
Stories from Cedars placed first and 
second in in-depth reporting and third in 
Arts and Entertainment. Cedars placed sec-
ond in design, third in photojournalism, 
third in headline writing, second in best 
multimedia package and third in best web-
site to accumulate enough points to win the 
Deaner Award for the eighth straight year 
The newspaper of the year awards were pre-
sented at the luncheon session.
According to the Ohio News Media As-
sociation’s website, the 2020 ONMA con-
vention was going to be the “best in years,” 
with great sessions and great ideas through-
out the two-day conference. 
“I love the ONMA Convention,” said 
Jason Sanford, manager of communication 
and content for the conference, “because 
you get to speak to the amazing people who 
create Ohio’s newspapers.”
The ONMA was established in 1933, 
when two groups of publishers, the Buckeye 
Press Association and the Associated Ohio 
Dailies, banded together to share trade in-
formation and sell advertising. Over the 
years, ONMA has grown to represent much 
of Ohio’s daily newspapers and other pub-
lications. 
The motto for this year’s convention 
was “Keeping the Vision 20/20,” which 
corresponds with the newspaper industry’s 
ability to thrive and grow in the new decade. 
Owners, managers and reporters listened 
to presentations about maintaining a good 
staff and avoiding fake news. 
The convention then conducted a se-
ries of sessions regarding certain aspects 
of the news media. Highlights included the 
“Dayton Strong” panel, which discussed 
how to cover a tragedy like the Dayton mass 
shooting, and the “Ohio Politics 2020” dis-
cussion, featuring Larry Obhof, president 
of the Ohio Senate, and David Pepper, the 
Democratic Party chair. 
Thursday’s opening luncheon session 
also heard from one of the ONMA’s spon-
sors, the Center of Science and Industry 
(COSI), where Stephen White talked about 
new initiatives the science and learning facil-
ity is undertaking. Throughout the weekend, 
Cedarville journalism students and members 
of Cedars provided coverage for the event as 
the student news bureau. They wrote several 
articles and produced a digital publication 
that was emailed to ONMA members.
“It was a great opportunity to interact 
with others in a similar position as myself 
while being given the chance to create a 
news bulletin for them,” said Cedars pho-
tography editor and design director Carrie 
Bergan.
The convention also provided network-
ing opportunities for students and those al-
ready in the journalism field. Students from 
Wright State University, Ohio University 
and other Ohio colleges attended a break-
out session where they could meet with po-
tential future employers, be mentored and 
learn. 
Other networking opportunities were 
provided to those attending the conven-
tion. Tables lined the hallways at the hotel 
and finger foods were provided at the end 
of the first day, as members of the ONMA 
publications chatted about media, news and 
everything in between. An after-hours con-
vention was also held at BRU Burger just a 
short drive away. A portrait photographer 
was present on Thursday to take profes-
sional headshots. Contests and raffles gave 
away prizes. 
“Some of these newspapers are big, 
some small, but all are invested in rep-
resenting and being a part of their local 
communities,” Sanford said. “That focus 
on community comes through in what our 
member papers do each and every day, and 
our convention really showcases this fact.”
Josh Stevens is a senior journalism ma-
jor and an Arts & Entertainment writer 
for Cedars. He enjoys communicating via 
Spongebob quotes and listening to music 
your grandparents probably enjoy.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
Cedars won the Frank E. Deaner award for the eighth year in a row. Cedars was represented by Joshua Stevens (holding plaque), Michael 
Cleverley (center) and faculty adviser Jeff Gilbert.
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Photo by Carrie Bergan
Speakers {left to right} Jim Bebbington, Amelia Robinson, Tim Wolf and Jessica Grause answer questions on reporting tragedies in the news, particularly the shooting in Dayton.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
The Post at Ohio University also took home the Frank E. Deaner award for large schools.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
Leaders in journalism came together to give and receive awards as well as discuss key issues.
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Soleimani, Strikes and Stability
How the United States’ assassination of a major general led to uproar in Iran and, eventually, uneasy peace
By Lydia Switzer
On January 3, a United States airstrike assassinat-ed General Qasem Soleimani of Iran, beginning a chain reaction of retaliations. Today, however, 
there remains an uneasy peace.
Opposing interests between the United States and Iran 
have led to decades of violence. The first two weeks of 2020 
demonstrated a spike in the ongoing conflict between the 
two countries, both having significant influence in their re-
spective regions and around the world. 
The story begins with a different airstrike: New Year’s 
Day in Iraq rang in with ongoing protests in response to a 
U.S. airstrike on Iraqi militia that killed 25. The protestors 
stormed the United States embassy in Baghdad, resulting in 
significant damage. As the Iraqi militia is backed by the Ira-
nian government, President Trump (@realDonaldTrump) 
indicated on Twitter that he would hold Iran responsible: 
“...Iran will be held fully responsible for lives lost, or dam-
age incurred, at any of our facilities. They will pay a very 
BIG PRICE! This is not a Warning, it is a Threat. Happy 
New Year!”
Three days after the protests began, another United 
States airstrike killed Qasem Soleimani, leader of the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard Corps. As justification for Soleima-
ni’s killing, the Trump administration cited an imminent 
attack that Soleimani was allegedly planning, which has yet 
to be corroborated.
According to Dr. Glen Duerr, associate professor of 
International Studies at Cedarville University, the Unit-
ed States’ foreign policy justification for Soleimani’s death 
was similar to that of Osama bin Laden in 2011. Iran is des-
ignated by the United States as a state sponsor of terrorism, 
along with North Korea, Sudan and Syria. Though Soleima-
ni was not, like Osama bin Laden, a member of a major ter-
rorist group, Duerr believes that the United States used the 
classification as justification for a killing strike.
“It [was] risky in a sense,” said Duerr. “[Soleimani] was 
so tied to the Iranian regime and was a general in the mili-
tary ... it changes the ground game in the Middle East.”
The worldwide response to Soleimani’s death was 
mixed. Thousands in Iran and Iraq gathered to mourn 
Soleimani’s death in an enormous funeral procession. Solei-
mani was the second-most powerful man in Iran and a ma-
jor facet of their government. Though it would be an over-
step to say he was a national hero, most Iranians respected 
him. However, on social media, a video of Iraqis celebrating 
Soleimani’s death went viral, and various public officials in 
countries such as Yemen and Jordan also expressed their 
support for the killing of Soleimani. 
Duerr said this mixed response can be attributed to the 
dichotomy between Iran’s younger and older populations. 
Over 60 percent of Iran’s population is under 30 years old 
and played a major role in political protests in the past, such 
as the Green Movement. 
“I think a lot of [the youth] are like you and I. They 
want to live in a country where they can say what they 
want,” Duerr said. 
Just two days after the attack that killed Soleimani, 
Iran announced it would no longer comply by the rules of 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), more 
commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal. This signifies 
that Iran will not be limited in nuclear production. Presi-
dent Trump had pulled the United States out of the deal in 
May of 2018, calling it “one-sided.” 
Iran also swiftly responded to the US with a missile 
strike on bases in Iraq housing United States soldiers. 
“Iran wanted, for a domestic audience, to be able to say 
that they responded. And they did,” Duerr said.
Although there were no casualties, President Trump 
announced that there would be further economic sanctions 
on Iran in retaliation for this attack. Trump also threatened 
to attack Iranian cultural sites, which the international 
community condemned as it would be a violation of inter-
national law.
These economic sanctions have caused many Iranians 
to “feel the pinch,” as Dr. Duerr put it. However, the effects 
of sanctions have been offset in some ways by the actions of 
the Obama administration in repaying money owed to Iran 
in the amount of 1.7 billion in unmarked dollars.
On January 8, one of the missiles fired by Iran hit a 
Ukrainian passenger jet, killing all 176 people on board. Ira-
nian officials did not fully accept responsibility until Janu-
ary 11, where they explained that the plane had been flying 
over a military base and was mistaken for an attacking mis-
sile.  
Photo by WikiMedia Common
Map of Iran and each of its provinces. 
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The tension between the two nations escalated through-
out the first two weeks of 2020, which caused many to be-
lieve that a larger scale conflict was in store. Some on social 
media even referred to a possible World War III in the near 
future. Young people especially flooded the internet with 
memes indicating their uncertainty and fear with a tinge of 
dark humor. However, today, the status of Iran and the U.S. 
has de-escalated from a potentially dangerous situation. 
Duerr suggested that this de-escalation is the result of 
both sides “looking for an exit ramp off the highway.” 
Iran’s refusal to further comply with the JCPOA is also 
a lesser issue than many believe, according to Duerr. 
“The Trump administration has left in waivers, so it’s 
not dead. Trump tends to make a lot of noise and then look 
for concessions,” Duerr said. “That might be his angle on 
Iran – he might circle back to them at some point.” 
Although the situation is currently peaceful, there are 
several events that have the potential to alter the equilib-
rium. President Trump has recently announced his Middle 
East Peace Plan, which includes a Two-State Solution for Is-
rael and Palestine. Although Palestine has wanted acknowl-
edgment as a state, the Peace Plan is significantly restrictive 
of Palestinians and the land allotted to Palestine is small 
compared to Israel. There is a possibility for a strong nega-
tive reaction from Iran, which supports Palestine. 
Furthermore, upcoming elections in the United States 
in November of this year, and also Iran in 2021, open up the 
potential for entirely new dynamics between the two coun-
tries, with Vice President Joe Biden and Iranian candidate 
Parmiz Fattah both advocating for foreign policy changes in 
their platforms.
Lydia Switzer is a sophomore Political Science student. 
When she is not studying, she enjoys playing the eupho-
nium in Cedarville’s Wind Symphony and competing with 
the debate team.
Photo by Mohsen Abolghasem
Demonstrations in Iran over the death of Qasem Soleimani during the US attack on the Baghdad airport in Iraq.
President Trump withdraws 
the US from the JCPOA
May 8, 2018 Aug. 7, 2018 Dec. 29, 2019
The U.S. reimposes sanctions 
on Iran
An airstrike on an Iraqi base kills 
a U.S. contractor and wounds U.S. 
military personnel. U.S. officials hold 
Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed militia, 
responsible
U.S. military carries out 
retaliatory airstrikes in Iraq 
and Syria, killing 25
Dec. 27, 2019
Attacks on the US embassy 
in Baghdad begin
Qasem Soleimani is killed in 
a US airstrike
Soleimani’s funeral 
procession begins
Iran warns that it will no 
longer comply by the terms of 
the JCPOA
Dec. 31, 2019Jan. 3, 2020Jan. 4, 2019Jan. 5, 2019
Timeline of Events
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‘Inconsistencies’ in Iowa
What happened at the Iowa Democratic Caucuses, and what will result?
by Alex Hentschel
As night fell on Monday, February 3, instead of revealing the Democratic Party’s first frontrunner in the 
2020 election, the Iowa Democratic 
Caucuses belied only utter turmoil and 
mismanagement. Results were delayed 
indefinitely due to “inconsistencies.”
Mayor Pete Buttigeig gave a victory 
speech without knowing the vote count; 
the Bernie Sanders campaign released 
independently gathered numbers revealing 
him as the frontrunner; Vice President Joe 
Biden’s campaign released a statement 
calling the caucus an “acute failure;” Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren’s speech said the race 
was “too close to call;” the other candidates 
capitalized on the state of uncertainty, 
unwilling to give concession speeches. The 
cause of the dysfunction may have been a 
quickly built and poorly tested app designed 
to collect votes. 
Typically, the winner of the Iowa 
Democratic caucus goes on to win the 
party’s nomination; this was why it was so 
critical for the campaigns that they knew 
who had won, so that they could ride that 
momentum into the New Hampshire 
primary the following Tuesday. None 
of the candidates received a complete 
result, and many criticized Buttigeig for 
announcing a victory when preliminary 
vote totals put Sanders ahead. In addition, 
many campaigns funneled millions into 
the caucus; their campaign dollars were 
essentially wasted on a vote so marred with 
issues that there was no clear victor.
Why was it so difficult to determine a 
winner? The differences between a caucus 
and a primary shed some light on this 
dysfunction. At a caucus, which is a system 
dating back to the mid-1700s, registered 
party members gather and discuss their 
nomination options. In Iowa, voters attempt 
to persuade each other to switch to different 
candidates. Only 10 states still maintain 
a caucus system; the rest have primaries, 
where registered voters cast their ballot 
privately for their preferred candidate.
While the primary system is quick and 
efficient, with only one vote tally, the Iowa 
Democratic Party recorded three different 
votes at this year’s caucus. First, they took 
a beginning tally of how many constituents 
preferred each candidate when they first 
arrived; second, they took the final tally of 
votes after candidates who received less 
than 15% of the vote were removed from 
consideration as “nonviable;” third, they 
evaluated state delegate equivalents, which 
determined how many delegates each 
candidate will receive at the Iowa state 
convention based on the final tally.
Previously, only the third result was 
revealed to the public — the state delegate 
equivalencies. The Iowa Democratic Party 
hoped to improve transparency. However, 
this did complicate results — after all, if 
one candidate received more votes but less 
delegates, who would be the true “winner?” 
Many voters complained that in the last 
Iowa caucus, Hillary Clinton received more 
state delegates than Bernie Sanders, but it 
was not recorded what percentage of the 
vote each received, leading to confusion and 
mixed messaging from the campaigns over 
who actually received more votes.
This well-intentioned idea resulted in 
utter chaos as voters were unsure of the new 
rules of procedure, and users were unable 
to use the app, which crashed frequently; in 
addition, according to the New York Times, 
many precinct chairs opted to record votes 
over the phone instead as in past years, but 
the Iowa Democratic Party headquarters 
was unprepared to field so many calls. Some 
precinct chairs even tried to hand-deliver the 
results to the party headquarters, leading to 
a different system of vote collection at each 
of the 1,681 precincts.
The Iowa Democratic Party maintained 
that the app had not been hacked, but rather 
that the different vote recording systems 
had created difficulties. In an official 
statement released Tuesday, they stated: 
“As part of our investigation, we determined 
with certainty that the underlying data 
collected via the app was sound. While the 
app was recording data accurately, it was 
reporting out only partial data. This issue 
was identified and fixed.”
Despite that, conspiracy theories 
abound, with President Trump tweeting 
that the election was being stolen from 
Bernie Sanders: “[Mike Bloomberg is] 
getting the DNC to rig the election against 
Crazy Bernie, something they wouldn’t 
do for @CoryBooker and others. They are 
doing it to Bernie again, 2016.”
There are several questions about the 
app, run by a company called Shadow, 
Inc., whose stated mission is to produce 
technology for progressive causes. The 
Iowa Democratic Party paid Shadow to 
develop the app, but it was developed 
over a short period of two months and not 
tested extensively. In addition, the Nevada 
Democratic Party has planned to use the 
same company for its primary.
Even more interestingly, the Democratic 
establishment has several links to Shadow. 
The company employs former Hillary 
Clinton campaign staffers. According to the 
Federal Election Commission, Mayor Pete 
Buttigeig has employed Shadow for various 
services over the past several months, and so 
have Vice President Joe Biden and Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, raising questions of 
potential conspiracy or involvement in the 
election results, though nothing is confirmed. 
The New Hampshire primary was again 
a tight race between Buttigeig and Sanders, 
but Sanders ultimately won the victory, 
Tweeting: “Our victory tonight is the 
beginning of the end for Donald Trump.” 
Sanders is fighting an uphill battle against 
the establishment through a grassroots-
funded campaign.
As of this writing, it is yet to be seen how 
this will affect the race overall; a splintered 
or disappointed Democratic party is exactly 
what incumbent President Donald Trump 
views as a key to victory in 2020.
Alex Hentschel is a senior International 
Studies and Spanish double major and the 
off-campus news editor for Cedars. She en-
joys sociology, black coffee, and honest de-
bate, preferably all at once.
Photo by Phil Roeder (Wikimedia commons)
Constituents of Des Moines 61 gathering for the 2020 Democratic caucus, held at Merrill 
Middle School.
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The Upheaval Down Under
by Brianna Coffey
Tearing across an entire continent, the Australian wildfire is undoubtedly the worst seen in decades, leaving mass amounts of loss, death and destruction 
in its wake. The fires have left bushland, cities, wooded ar-
eas, suburbs and national parks reeling under the devastat-
ing flames. 
In an article written earlier this month, ABC News 
stated that since September, the fires have decimated over 
3,000 homes and destroyed more than 26 million acres. 
The major cities of New South Wales, Melbourne and Syd-
ney have suffered for months under the weight of devasta-
tion. According to CNN, the air quality this past December 
surpassed the hazardous level by 11 times due to the billow-
ing fumes.
The first cause of this catastrophe is that the hot, dry 
weather of this past year has resulted in high temperatures, 
as Australia is in the midst of one of its worst droughts in 
decades. The Bureau of Meteorology reported that this past 
spring was the driest in Australia’s recorded history. Some 
areas experienced temperatures above 120 degrees Fahren-
heit, breaking the record for the highest nationwide average 
temperature. 
The New York Times reported that “climate change is 
bringing longer and more frequent periods of extreme heat,” 
which “makes vegetation drier and more likely to burn.” 
Dr. Mark Gathany, associate professor of biology at Ce-
darville University, explains that a large issue in the spread-
ing of the fires is “spotting,” in which a small part of the 
flame could ignite on something nearby, such as another 
home. While much is being attempted to prevent further 
damage, he admits that these situations “are cases where 
doing the best management of your property may not mat-
ter in the end.” 
Human activity is another factor that contributed to 
the fires. According to a recent New South Wales police 
statement, the department has charged over 20 individuals 
with deliberately starting bushfires, and nearly 200 have re-
ceived indictments for “fire-related offenses.” 
Dr. Robert Paris, associate professor of biology at Ce-
darville, drew attention to the fact that while some caus-
es that sparked the catastrophe have been traced back to 
human activity, thousands of firefighters have risked their 
lives for this cause.
“Yes, there are some humans who are causing prob-
lems, but there are many others who are helping remedy 
the problem,” Paris said. 
These individuals are risking their lives to rescue those 
of others at great personal cost. According to CNN, about 
2,700 firefighters from different countries are on the front 
lines battling the flames.
In an interview with CNN, one fireman, Daniel Carde-
nas, expressed his desire to serve, stating that “just seeing 
the amount of destruction that’s happening and knowing 
that they need help makes you want to volunteer.” 
In the midst of this crisis, many within Australia and 
around the world are rising up to offer their time, money, 
possessions, and service to the multitude of those in need. 
According to the New York Times, many organizations are 
making an impact through their work on the victim’s be-
halves. 
One of these organizations, the Australian Red Cross, 
has currently enlisted well over a thousand staff members 
and volunteer workers. They are housing survivors in over 
60 evacuation and recovery centers. Due to the complica-
tions that come with storing and delivering physical dona-
tions, Salvation Army Australia encourages donors to send 
financial donations instead, which gives the recipients liber-
ty to invest their money where they know it is most needed. 
Another organization called GIVIT: Goods for Good Causes 
matches donations with specific item requests, such as gas 
pumps, car batteries and fence posts. 
Similar work is being done for the animals whose 
homes, food sources, and species have been devastated by 
the fires. As recorded in the Washington Post, over 1 billion 
mammals, birds and reptiles, many of which are found no-
where else on our planet, have been impacted or killed by 
Photo by Japan Meteorological Agency
Australian bushfire as seen by Himawari eight satellite
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the flames. The effects of the fires reach far and wide, also 
impacting “plants, fungi, insects, other invertebrates, am-
phibians, and bacteria and microorganisms that are crucial 
to these systems,” states Manu Saunders, a researcher and 
insect ecologist at the University of New England in Armi-
dale. 
USA Today reports on a myriad of organizations that 
are joining forces to aid the animals in crisis, one of which 
is the Port Macquarie Koala Hospital in New South Wales. 
This organization raises money to care for rescued koalas 
and also focuses on education and research about this spe-
cies. The World Wildlife Fund holds a similar mission and 
fosters a long-term goal of planting 1,000 trees when the 
fires die down to create a koala habitat. 
While calamities like the Australian fires are devastat-
ing, Dr. Paris commented that they point to the truth that 
our world is marred by sin.
“Catastrophes like this are the effect of living in a fall-
en world,” Dr. Paris stated. “Like Paul says in Romans, the 
whole creation is groaning. We always think of the effect the 
fall has on humanity, but sin has affected all creation, and 
all creation is looking forward to getting out from under 
that one day.” 
Although this disaster is devastating and the victims’ 
suffering is difficult to imagine, living in the midst of pain, 
trials, and other effects of the fall serves as a constant re-
minder that this world is not our home. 
Brianna Coffey is a freshman Professional Writing and 
Information Design major and off-campus writer for Ce-
dars. She enjoys writing and spending time with people. 
Photo by Wikimedia Commons
Air Pollution in North Fitzroy, Melbourne, Australia.
Photo by NASA Earth Observing System Data and Information 
System (EOSDIS)
Imagery from NASA Aqua Satellite showing MODIS & VIIRS 
data of Australian bushfires. Highlighted in red are fire 
detections.
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CU Alumni Qualify For Olympic Marathon Trials
Joe Niemiec and Katie Ruhlman will compete in the trials on Feb. 29.
by Abigail Hintz
Most people participating in the Olympic trials have been pursu-ing such a dream since childhood.
For marathoners Katie (Lanphier) 
Ruhlman and Joe Niemiec, the dream is a 
recent one. These Cedarville alumni both 
qualified for the U.S. Olympic Marathon 
Trials at the Chevron Houston Marathon on 
Jan. 19. 
Ruhlman, a 2012 graduate of the uni-
versity, didn’t run her first marathon until 
fall of 2015, while Niemiec, a 2014 graduate, 
didn’t run his first until 2019. 
Men must run a sub-2:19:00 to quali-
fy for the trials while women have to run a 
sub-2:45:00. Niemiec qualified with a time 
of 2:17:18, placing ninth overall and ninth 
in the men’s division. Ruhlman’s time was 
2:44:15, putting her at 31st in the women’s 
division.
For Ruhlman, marathoning was not ap-
pealing at first.
“It was horrible,” she said in response 
to her first marathon. “I hated it, and I said 
I’m never doing this again.”
Regardless, she qualified for the Boston 
Marathon in 2016. Knowing what to expect 
allowed her to change things about her diet, 
training and lifestyle that improved her rac-
ing. This led to a far better experience.
“I’ve been marathoning ever since,” she 
said.
The idea of working toward qualifying 
for the trials came to Ruhlman for the first 
time shortly after she ran at Boston. It was 
a seemingly impossible thought, and she 
didn’t mention it to anyone. She was far 
from where she needed to be in order to 
qualify and couldn’t picture herself in the 
same light in which she sees runners who 
qualify for the Olympic trials. 
When the idea became more serious 
and she finally mentioned it to her husband 
Kevin, she was still hesitant. He was sup-
portive and encouraged her to embrace the 
idea. When she did, he began telling others 
and encouraged her to do the same. That’s 
when she said it began to feel real.
Niemiec felt similar hesitations when 
his wife, the dreamer of the two, first ap-
proached him with the idea in 2016. It 
wasn’t for another two years that Niemiec 
believed he could actually do it. His first 
marathon was the Chicago Marathon in Oc-
tober 2019. He qualified for the trials at the 
Houston Marathon just three months later. 
“I can’t believe it actually happened,” 
said Niemiec. 
Ruhlman’s journey getting to the trials 
was not as quick. 
“This past fall I ended up running three 
marathons in four months, because I had 
hoped to hit it at the Columbus marathon 
in October,” said Ruhlman. “I did not have 
a good race at all, and I was very frustrated 
about it.”
Three weeks later she ran the India-
napolis Marathon, coming in a minute and 
a half short of qualifying for the trials. This 
was devastating following the results of the 
Columbus race. 
Then came Houston — the race where 
she qualified — which she calls her “best 
executed marathon ever.” When she was on 
her last mile,  the realization that she was on 
pace to qualify hit her.
“I was really excited, not just because 
I was making it but because it represent-
ed such a journey. It represented all of the 
hard work and races that didn’t go well and 
just everything that brought me there,” she 
said. “The finish line pictures are horrible 
because I’m literally crying.”
Niemiec called crossing the finish line 
at Houston — where he also qualified — eu-
phoric. After a career full of injuries, includ-
ing one that forced him to forego his first 
marathon in 2018, it was a relief.
However, qualifying so close to the tri-
als has some downsides.
“Since I qualified at Houston, which is 
only six weeks away from the trials, it’s not 
an ideal circumstance. Typically for a mar-
athon you want a solid four-to-five-month 
build up. So, it’s not ideal but it’s definitely 
possible,” he said.
Ruhlman is in the same boat. Until the 
trials she will be training three hard days 
a week, which includes between two and a 
half and three hours of running time, along 
with easy days throughout the rest of the 
week that entail one and a half hours of run-
ning time. She emphasized the importance 
of balancing the heavy mileage with other 
training and recovery. 
She does all of this while working as a 
nurse and assistant track and cross country 
coach for Cedarville. This makes it diffi-
cult to find time to get the miles in, but she 
makes it work with the support of three im-
portant people.
Coach Jeff Bolender, who is the head 
track and field coach for the university, has 
had a big impact on Ruhlman’s running ca-
reer. While she was at Cedarville, he taught 
her how to run, something she wasn’t ex-
posed to in high school. He also showed her 
training theories and has been very involved 
in her pursuit of qualifying for the Olympic 
trials. 
Ruhlman’s husband has also been in-
credibly influential, getting up early to run 
with her and encouraging her to pursue 
what may seem to some like unrealistic 
dreams.
However, Ruhlman feels most indebt-
ed to her father. When she first verbalized 
the idea that had been floating around in 
Photo provided by Joe Niemiec 
Cedarville alumnus Joe Niemiec qualified for the U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials with a time of 
2:17.18.
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her head, her dad immediately said, “I think 
that’s a great goal. I think you should go for 
it.”
For a goal-oriented person like Ruhl-
man, his sincerity meant everything, espe-
cially considering she was still close to 20 
minutes off the mark to qualify.
“That was very influential in my pursuit 
of this goal,” she said.
In the last mile of the Indianapolis 
Marathon, she knew she wasn’t going to 
hit the time she needed to, so she struggled 
both mentally and physically to finish the 
race. She didn’t know her dad was there, but 
all of a sudden she heard his voice saying, 
“Go Katie girl! I’m so proud of you!”
“I lost it,” she said.
Niemiec is a husband, a father and an 
engineer. Finding time to 
train is hard for him just 
like it is for Ruhlman, but 
it also brings great joy 
being able to do so with 
his kids.
“I think it’s cool that 
I get to kind of share my 
passion with them,” he 
said. “Running doesn’t 
make sense on paper; 
it’s not the most lucra-
tive thing to be doing 
with my time, but God’s 
put these dreams and 
desires in my heart and 
if I follow through and 
act out on those, I’m liv-
ing my life to its fullest 
and my kids get to see 
me do that.” 
He is also thankful 
for his time at Cedarville 
and the coaching he re-
ceived during his career 
as a distance runner. 
“I’ve got to give a 
shout out to Coach O 
[Paul Orchard] because 
he kind of started it for 
me, turning me from a 
guy that kind of had a 
little bit of natural talent 
into someone that knew 
how to run and actually 
loved it,” said Niemiec.
The trials will take place Feb. 29, in At-
lanta. Only the top three men and women 
will move on to represent Team USA in the 
Olympic Games in Tokyo this summer.
Niemiec is just looking to have a suc-
cessful race and place well with such a small 
margin.  
In response to the possibility of making 
it to the Olympics Ruhlman said, “Realisti-
cally, it’s not going to happen. I’m just rac-
ing to have a good race. Place well, soak it 
up, enjoy the process, and then see where, 
four years from now, I am.”
Abigail Hintz is a sophomore Journalism 
major and digital editor for Cedars. She 
loves reading, playing Spikeball with her 
friends and watching soccer 24/7.
M.A. in Outdoor and 
Adventure Leadership
The M.A. in Outdoor and Adventure Leadership combines professional 
and practical educational experiences to develop exceptional Christian 
leaders in churches, camps, and colleges. Join a global community with 
a passion for adventure and experiential learning.
wheaton.edu/MA-Adventure
Photo provided by Katie Ruhlman
Cedarville alumna Katie Ruhlman (right) qualified for the U.S. 
Olympic Marathon Trials with a time of 2:44.15.
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Mader Arrives at Cedarville Due Only to Prayer
Sophomore never gave up on her dream to play for the Lady Jackets
by Tim Miller
Women’s basketball player Alli-son Mader had a fantasy from a young age to attend Cedarville 
University and play for the Lady Jackets. 
Growing up just 45 minutes from campus, 
she said she knew of the school and knew 
she wanted to be here.
“That was always a dream of mine,” 
said Mader, a sophomore. “Cedarville was 
where I wanted to go from the very begin-
ning.”
But although her dream likely includ-
ed a quick offer, stress-free recruitment, 
and decision wrapped up before she could 
hit the snooze button, Mader’s process in-
cluded relentless prayers and laying awake 
night after night not knowing if she’d ever 
receive an offer from head coach Kari Hoff-
man’s staff.
The story begins in her sophomore year 
at Tippecanoe High School, where Mader 
connected with assistant coach John Leon-
zo for the first time. Mader had come to 
basketball camps hosted by Cedarville and 
found out there was some interest from the 
Lady Jackets.
However, she was informed that there 
were a couple girls ahead of her in the race 
for a scholarship offer.
The chance to visit Cedarville multiple 
times and have a taste of the program, yet 
not knowing she would be able to savor it 
in the future, was agonizing. She said by 
watching the Lady Jackets practice and 
play, she could tell the team was different. 
And she wanted a part in it.
“Literally every single time I visited 
here, the team had such an impact on me,” 
Mader said. “I was like, wow, those girls are 
awesome.”
She had even connected with now se-
nior basketball player Abby Wolford. After 
watching Wolford in practices and interact-
ing with her at summer camps, Mader said 
Wolford had a huge impact on her desire to 
come to the cornfields.
“The way she carried the team was so 
obvious,” Mader said. “I looked at my dad 
and told him that’s what a real leader looks 
like. She always went out of her way to talk 
to me and ask how my season was going.”
And while texts were exchanged off 
and on by Wolford and Mader, the high 
school prospect still needed an offer. In the 
summer of her junior year, Hoffman asked 
Mader to attend Cedarville’s elite camp in 
late June.
Mader was told this camp would go a 
long way in the coaching staff’s evaluation 
process. Although she felt happy about the 
way she played during the camp, Mader re-
vealed the coaching staff didn’t see enough 
from her.
Hoffman mentioned reservations re-
garding her fundamentals. Mader, though 
emotional, was able to hold it together 
during the conversation. Her goal was to 
make a college decision by July, and the bad 
news set her back.
Even with the setback, Mader said she 
felt at peace. She had been praying that God 
would show her the place He prepared for 
her, but even without the answer, she perse-
vered in her prayers.
When she got home Mader was invited 
to a four-day church camp. She obliged, but 
felt her peace was suddenly fading. Even af-
ter being surrounded by hundreds of other 
high schoolers in worship, Mader rapidly 
spun to a sense of confusion.
Searching for an answer, Mader con-
tinued to press into a consistent pattern of 
prayer. She emphasized that even during a 
time when it seemed impossible for her to 
end up at Cedarville, the only way she’d play 
for the Lady Jackets is if God allowed it.
Meanwhile, Hoffman and Leonzo con-
versed back at Cedarville. As they talked 
back and forth, Hoffman said she remem-
bered Mader’s name continued to come up. 
She said Mader checked all the boxes, and 
that the staff decided it was time to pull the 
trigger.
“There comes a point in recruiting 
where you just need to make a decision,” 
Hoffman said. “Sometimes conversations 
just keep landing on the same name. She 
checked all the boxes, so we said why not?”
Mader rode the bus back home with 
her youth group, still feeling unsettled. Her 
prayers for God to open a door didn’t stop, 
however.
When she hopped in the car as her mom 
picked her up, she saw she had a missed call 
from Hoffman. She waited until she got 
home and walked to her room to make what 
she figured could be a fateful call.
Mader said the breakthrough of an of-
fer could only be attributed to God. With 
Cedarville sitting at the top of Mader’s list of 
schools, it didn’t take long for her to commit.
“This had nothing to do with me,” Mad-
er said. “It took everything in me not to cry, 
not because I had been offered, but because 
I had experienced the power of God in my 
life and the power of prayer.”
Although her freshman season left 
plenty to be desired for Mader as she played 
in 15 of the team’s 30 games, she said she 
was supplied with peace from God during 
the year, as she knew Cedarville was the 
place where she was supposed to be.
This season Mader is a strong contrib-
utor off the bench. She said wearing a Lady 
Jackets uniform and being a part of the 
team has been nothing less than a blessing. 
She continues to play with a fierce mindset, 
knowing God has her here for a reason, and 
that there’s nothing to fear.
Now, Hoffman says it’s been a dream 
having Mader in the program. She says her 
favorite thing about her is that she’s a spir-
itual leader and someone her teammates 
look up to.
“She is a leader and she doesn’t say 
many words,” Hoffman said. “She exempli-
fies so much of what our program is about, 
and we would have missed out greatly if we 
didn’t recruit her.”
Tim Miller is a senior Marketing major, ed-
itor-in-chief and sports editor for Cedars. 
He enjoys having a baby face, knowing too 
much about health insurance, and striv-
ing to perfect the optimal combination of 
Dwight Schrute and Ron Swanson.
Photo by Scott Huck
Allison Mader (24) has started four games and has appeared in each game this season for CU.
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For His Purpose.
PURSUE YOUR GRADUATE DEGREE 
THROUGH CEDARVILLE!
M.B.A.
M.DIV.
M.MIN.
M.S.N.
PHARM.D.
ACCESS THE FREE, FAST-TRACK APPLICATION JUST FOR CEDARVILLE STUDENTS: 
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Recital Hall
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Bach’s Lunch Concert
@12:00 p.m. 
Recital Hall
Faculty Saxophone 
Recital: Dr. Chet Jenkins
@7:00 p.m. 
Recital Hall
Violin Masterclass: 
Lindsey Deutsch
@3:00 p.m,  Recital Hall Junior Voice Recital: 
Joshua Gore
@7:00 p.m.
Recital Hall
Sophomore Voice 
Recital: Rachel Kindred 
& Michelle Schuman
@7:00 p.m, Recital Hall
Junior Voice Recital: 
Elizabeth McAlester
@5:00 p.m.
Recital Hall
Worship Chapel
@10:00 a.m.
Dixon Ministry Chapel
General Recital
@5:00 p.m.
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February 202018
ART & ENTERTAINMENT
by Shelby McGuire
Professor Rebekah Priebe has been behind the theater curtain for as long as she can re-member. Her father worked in the theater 
industry in her hometown in Kansas as a director 
and scenic and lighting designer. 
As a little girl, she was enchanted by the 
whimsey of theater, eager to be a part of the mag-
ic. She recalls childhood memories of her and her 
sister spending time in the theater, begging their 
dad to let them help paint sets when they were 
too young to be of any help. “Being involved in the 
whole spectacle of theater was really cool,” Priebe 
said, “and it just felt like second nature.”
It was that second nature that led Priebe to 
pursue degrees in Theatre and Costume Design 
and eventually come to Cedarville as an assistant 
professor of theatre in the fall of 2016 to teach 
courses in theater makeup and costume design. 
The first production she remembers seeing 
was “Joseph and the Technicolor Dream Coat,” a 
set that her dad worked on. She was inspired by 
the design of that production even at an early age, 
and she said it made a real impact on her because 
it was “so big and fun and colorful.”
As she grew up, she began to hone her skills in 
acting and develop her love for the performance. 
She played roles in many plays throughout her 
childhood, and by the time she was ready to go to 
college, she had made plans to teach theater and 
English to high schoolers.
She attended Friends University and began 
pursuing her degrees in Theatre and English Liter-
ature. However, when her senior year came and she 
was getting ready for a semester of student teach-
ing, she realized she wasn’t excited about it. Friends 
and family encouraged her that this was a sign that 
she needed to consider alternative possibilities.  
Priebe looked back to her many years of stage 
acting, and considered her love for performance. 
She began to consider a career in professional act-
ing. After graduation, she didn’t get very far with her acting 
career because another passion was tugging at her heart. 
She said the Lord redirected her again to a different path.
Throughout her time in undergrad, she had worked in 
the costume shop where she helped with design for produc-
tions. She enjoyed this opportunity to use her creative abil-
ities and sewing skills.
After graduation, she kept up with her connections 
from the design sphere and began accepting freelance work 
in costume design instead of pursuing professional acting. 
This pursuit made her realize that although she loved act-
ing, she was passionate about costume design. 
In light of her new-found calling, she decid-
ed to pursue a higher degree in costume design. 
She went to Ohio State University and earned her 
M.F.A. in Costume Design. She was able to work 
as a graduate teaching assistant, helping under-
graduate students in the costume shop. There 
she discovered that she enjoyed teaching — just 
not high schoolers. She wanted to teach costume 
design at the college level where students would 
share her passion for the craft. 
“In a university, you’re mostly going to have 
students who are there because they are interested 
in studying what you are teaching and are passion-
ate about wanting to learn,” Priebe said, “Whereas 
high schoolers are there because they have to be.”
She also looked forward to teaching students 
at a higher level of maturity. 
In her last year of her program at Ohio State, 
she met a first-year student in the program who 
was a Cedarville alumnus. He told Priebe about 
Cedarville and how the school was looking for a 
costume and makeup design professor in the the-
ater department. Priebe hadn’t heard of Cedarville 
before, but as she did more research and got in 
contact with the school, she realized that this was 
the place she wanted to be and the open position 
felt like a perfect fit.
Priebe went through the interview process 
and began her current position in 2016. As she 
settled into her office adjacent to the university’s 
DeVries Theatre, she said she finally felt sure of 
her purpose in this new position. She felt at peace 
and at home. 
She teaches Intro to Costuming, Costume De-
sign, Makeup Design and Stage Costume History. 
She also team teaches two other classes: Intro to 
Production Design, Intro to Technical Theatre. 
“It’s really neat to see students come in who 
may not have any experience with costume design, 
or sewing, or makeup design and see how much 
they grow throughout a semester.”
Shelby McGuire is senior Professional Writing and Infor-
mation major and arts and entertainment editor for Ce-
dars. She enjoys working out, petting dogs, and pretend-
ing she has her life together. 
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
Rebekah Priebe is the assistant professor of theatre specializing in costume 
design. She spends most of her time working and instructing in the costume shop.
Rebekah Priebe: Discovering a Passion 
for Costume Design and Teaching
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Brandon Slifer: Bringing it all together 
for worship, service in his local church
by Josh Stevens
The words “triple major” are enough to stress out any student. But senior Brandon Slifer seems to have his full 
schedule down to an exact science without 
breaking a sweat.
“It sounds impressive,” Slifer said. “But 
it overlaps really well.”
Slifer is a Worship, Youth Ministry and 
Christian Education triple major. During his 
time at Cedarville, he has devoted himself 
to finding ways to serve God. Through this 
pursuit, Slifer has also found his passion.
“It makes a lot of sense for what I want 
to do to get as much training as I can while 
I’m here,” he said.
From Tipp City, Ohio, just outside 
of Dayton and about 45 minutes from 
Cedarville, Slifer loves his hometown and 
his home church, Vandalia Baptist Temple. 
He is ministering there as the worship leader 
and will move to a full-time position at the 
church after he graduates this May. When 
looking for a college, he chose Cedarville for 
one specific reason.
“I wanted to go somewhere that would 
train me for the ministry,” he said.
Starting out as a Worship major with 
a Youth Ministry minor, Slifer soon found 
he could do even more if he added Christian 
education to the mix.
“In a small church setting, you’re not 
just leading worship, you’re also teaching 
and preaching and mentoring,” he said. 
He then decided to major in all three: 
Worship, Christian Education and Youth 
Ministry to give him the diversity of skills 
he needed to effectively fulfill his calling to 
serve in a small local church. 
“I don’t know why, but extra work 
seemed enticing to me,” Slifer said. 
Multi-tasking is a driving force for 
Slifer. On top of his three majors, he is also 
involved on campus through a chapel band, 
senior class band and PSG. He frequently 
helps set up the audio for chapel services 
and several other music groups on campus.
“I do a lot of band things,” Slifer said 
with a chuckle.
“A lot of band things” includes being 
a multi-instrumentalist. Slifer plays bass, 
acoustic guitar, piano, drums, trombone, 
tuba and is a vocalist. He plays mainly bass 
on campus due to few bass players. 
“Bass is like my fifth thing,” he said. 
“All of those other instruments I learned 
easily transitioned to bass.” 
Music is clearly a large part of Slifer’s 
life, but he said growing up, music was not a 
central theme in his family. He soon began 
to realize the influence music had on his life.
“Music affects me in a very particular 
way,” he said. “I found that I had to stop 
listening to other genres. Music that doesn’t 
point me to God just takes my heart and 
drags me in another direction.” 
Slifer’s love for music grew gradually. 
He did not go easy on himself when he first 
began to play.
“At first I was horrible. I was so bad,” 
he said. 
One moment that stands out in his 
musical journey happened in his pastor’s 
office during his senior year of high school. 
Pondering over his college decisions, his 
pastor and youth pastor both affirmed his 
talents and passion for music.
“They told me they could see a clear 
heart for worship,” Slifer said. “That’s 
always been my desire.”
From that moment on, Slifer put that 
desire into practice and committed his life to 
serving, worshiping and teaching the name 
of Jesus. He carried out that commitment 
throughout his time at Cedarville and 
will soon be continuing through his home 
church. Two years ago, though, Slifer would 
have said his future didn’t involve his 
church. 
“I was ready to leave. I had a couple 
of offers from other churches,” Slifer said. 
“But then God started doing some really 
cool stuff.”
Vandalia Baptist Temple launched 
discipleship groups, and Slifer began to 
notice change. 
“My heart has become much more 
invested in the people, and I love them so 
much,” he said. 
At Vandalia Baptist Temple, he has 
found a place to execute God’s calling on his 
life and exercise the talents and skills he has 
worked to develop. Slifer is already training 
the church’s praise and worship team and 
is looking forward to other opportunities to 
lead when he comes on the full-time staff. 
“I’m invested,” he said. “I’m there for 
the long haul until God calls me somewhere 
else.”
Slifer’s musical journey is far from over, 
and his accomplishments at Cedarville and 
his church have fueled his desires even more. 
“I’ve always felt like wherever God 
takes me is where I’m going to be,” he said. 
“and I’m really excited to see where that is.”
Josh Stevens is a senior journalism ma-
jor and an Arts & Entertainment writer 
for Cedars. He enjoys communicating via 
Spongebob quotes and listening to music 
your grandparents probably enjoy.
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Brandon Slifer is a senior studying Worship, Christian Education, and Youth Ministry. You can 
also catch him on stage sometimes playing bass.
Little Sibs Weekend
Photos by Macey Wymer
Students and their younger siblings enjoyed a weekend of fun, kicking it off with a Palentine’s Day themed ALT night event during the weekend of Feb. 15. There were puppy kisses, square 
dancing in the event rooms, showings of the “Princess Bride” and plenty of family fun time.
